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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a way forward to discuss L2 or L3 method.
Discussion
In EPS, L3-based Relay method is standardised in Rel-13 and L3-based relay is adopted for UE-to-network relay unicast communication. The detailed solution can look at clause 5.4.4 of TS 23.303. In L3-based solution, the data is relayed via the UE-to-Network Relay at IP layer.
In Rel-14, a L2-based SID is studied in TR 23.733 and there was no corresponding normative work. The basic solution can be illustrated in the following protocol stack for control plane and user plane.
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Figure 1: L2-based solution for Control Plane 
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Figure 2: L2-based solution for User Plane
For L3-based relay, most study work is in SA2 scope, and only small part of work in RAN, e.g. relay selection, mobility etc and once SA2 completes the study, it is easy for RAN to complete their work. 
For L2-based relay, much work is in RAN2 scope and some work in SA2 scope, and SA2 cannot determine whether to pursue L2-based method without RAN confirmation. 

From item management point of view, it is proposed to handle relay related work as the following principle.

Proposal: SA2 studies firstly L3-based method for relay, and pends L2-based method till confirmation by RAN.  
Proposal

It is proposed to handle relay related work as the following principle.
Proposal: SA2 studies firstly L3-based method for relay, and pends L2-based method study till confirmation by RAN.
* * * End of changes * * * 
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